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This document has been prepared to sharpen the focus of the existing 

active weed management program of the Boundary Road Landcare 

Group. 

 

The Strategy, together with its ongoing implementation, strongly 

demonstrates the due diligence of the Group in meeting its statutory 

responsibilities in relation to Noxious Weeds management. 

 

It also highlights the commitment of the Group to achieve its AIM of 

“returning the Boundary Road Landcare Reserve to as near its original 

state as possible” 
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• Weeds currently known to be in the Reserve or observed in the past.  

• Significant weeds not observed in the Reserve to date but known to be in the 

Bathurst  locality and may potentially become problems. 
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1.  OVERVIEW 

 

Parts of the substantial Crown Lands estate in the general vicinity of Boundary Road 

at Bathurst have become well known to members of that community as the Boundary 

Road Landcare Reserve.   

 

The Reserve continues to experience a strong growth in public support and use and it 

is highly valued by an ever increasing number of people in our community.  Its 

overall native woodland character and location on the edge of the city, within walking 

and cycling distance of many homes together with good parking facilities for those 

travelling from further away by car, makes it a unique destination in the growing 

Bathurst region.  Demand for access to public land with well managed remnant 

woodland, close to the urban centre can only be expected to increase with an 

expanding population. 

   

While small parts are used more actively by pistol and archery clubs, the majority of 

the Reserve is used for passive recreation with a focus on walking, nature 

appreciation, education and ecosystem restoration.  Bathurst Regional Council 

maintains a further small part as a generally dormant gravel pit and a corner area is 

serviced with picnic and toilet facilities.     

     

The management of the area is shared between a number of parties in a cooperative 

arrangement involving the Orange Crown Lands Office, Bathurst Regional Council, 

The Bathurst Pistol Club, Bathurst Archery Club, Boundary Road Reserve Landcare 

Group Inc and the Bathurst Vietnam Veterans Association. 

 

Significant progress has been made in improving the condition of the statutorily 

Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) of Box Gum Woodland on the Reserve.  

Funds from Bathurst Regional Council, The Crown Lands Office as well as State and 

Federal environment programs have been combined with over 3000 volunteer hours 

of work to remove rubbish, control weeds and pests, revegetate degraded areas as well 

to establish walking trails and signage. 

 

The Landcare Reserve that is currently recognised and regularly used by the 

community involves two Crown Land Reserves with different Purpose classifications 

and Trusteeship arrangements: 

  

• R1003108 for the purpose of Environment Protection is in the direct care and 

control of Boundary Road Landcare Group as Crown Land Reserve Trustees. 

 

• R96320 for the purpose of Public Recreation is in the direct care and control 

of Bathurst Regional Council as Crown Land Reserve Trustees.  The Council 

has delegated environmental management of those parts of this Reserve that 

are available to the community for passive recreation, nature appreciation and 

environmental protection to the Boundary Road Landcare Group. 
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3.  HISTORICAL CONTEXT. 

 

Boundary Road Landcare Group inherited a significant weed management task from 

earlier managers and users of the Crown Reserves when it took on various 

responsibilities for the area in 1997.  Little is known of the detail of earlier 

management of the area but it was clear from the earliest inspections that the Group 

had a substantial task ahead of it with both Declared Noxious and environmental 

weeds widespread throughout the Reserve. 

 

Weed management has been an important program area for Boundary Road Landcare 

Group since its inception.  Its commitment to this important task is documented in its: 

• Management Plan 1998, and  

• Five Year Plan 2002. 

A Flora and Fauna Survey of the Reserve prepared in November 1997 provided early 

guidance for weed management by identifying a suite of exotic species across the 

area.  A Fire Management Plan prepared in June 2004 provided a focus on achieving 

optimal fire frequency, intensity and seasonality to achieve hazard reduction and to 

improve the abundance of native ground covering vegetation and suppress exotic 

annual species. 

   

The Group has an overall aim of: 

“Restoring the Boundary Road Landcare Reserve to as near its original state as 

possible”, which is given extra weight by the statutory standing of the Box Gum 

Woodland EEC that covers the Reserve.    

 

To this end there has been an active tree and understorey planting program and 

domestic stock grazing has been removed to improve native groundcover as well as to 

foster natural regeneration of native species of plants.   Further to this has been an 

active annual and ongoing program of weed control to meet statutory weed control 

responsibilities and to move the reserve towards a more natural state by reducing 

environmental weeds. 

 

Volunteer labour has been used regularly and extensively to spot spray and chip as 

well as to cut and paint herbicide on a wide range of weed species.  Contract weed 

sprayers have been used on an ongoing seasonal basis to apply herbicide to noxious 

and environmental weeds. 

 

The overall improvement to groundcover following domestic stock exclusion in the 

Reserve has led to a significant reduction in the extent of many annual environmental 

weeds although this varies with seasonal conditions.  In contrast, Phalaris grass has 

spread and thickened since heavy grazing ceased. 

 

A particular focus on treating the twelve Declared Noxious Weed Species 

identified in the Reserves appears to have eradicated Scotch Broom, Scotch 

Thistle and Bathurst Burr as well as seeing a significant overall reduction in the 

area of infestation of the other nine Noxious Species.  The Declared Noxious 

Weed Species continue to be the prime focus for weed management by the 

Landcare Group. 
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4.   A SYSTEMATIC APPROACH. 

  

 

The aim of this Strategy is to facilitate a staged programme over time to Contain, 

Control and Eradicate Noxious Weed Species and other environmental weeds from 

the Reserve.  In the first instance there will be a focus on preventing the spread of 

weeds to clean areas followed by actions to control then to finally eradicate the weeds 

from the infestation areas.  

 

1. Weed presence and locations across the Reserve will be checked at least 

annually by field inspections.  

 

2. Where practical the location of major and key weed infestations will be 

recorded in field notes and on a field map system that will be progressively 

developed and refined. 

 

3. An annual Weed Action Program will be prepared in late Spring to early 

Summer each year. 

 

4. Priority for action will be based on a subjective consideration of Noxious 

Declarations, difficulty or ease of treatment, relative costs as well and the 

potential rate of invasion in the context of returning the Reserve to its natural 

condition. 

 

5. Improvement of native species groundcover will continue to be implemented 

as a matter of high priority to contain and control the many grass and 

herbaceous weeds in the Reserve. 

 

6. Management actions will be programmed and timely to take advantage of 

favourable seasonal conditions to foster improved native species groundcover 

as well as optimal conditions for weed chipping and spot spraying as well as 

cutting and herbicide application. 

 

7. Spraying, chipping, brush cutting and slashing will endeavoured to be timed to 

prevent weeds seeding. 

 

8. Weed species with significant habitat value for native wildlife will be removed 

in stages (as per Department of Primary Industries recommendations) to 

coincide with improvements in native understorey cover created by natural 

regeneration and/or planting. 

 

9. Weed control will begin at the outer edges of infestations and work back 

towards the centre of the problem areas. 

 

10. Spot chipping or other soil disturbing practices will be minimised and areas 

affected will be covered with the removed plant or with natural mulch from 

the surrounding site  

 

11. Infestations that are too large to chip will be sprayed with herbicide 
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12. Woody weeds will generally be controlled using cut and paint with herbicide 

techniques. 

 

13. Only registered herbicides used according to the directions on the label will be 

used to control weeds.   

 

14. The most current version of the NW Department of Primary Industries 

publication Noxious and Environmental Weed Control Handbook will be the 

general reference for chemical choice and use 

 

15. Volunteer labour will generally be used for the simple, smaller scale tasks.  

Professional weed spray contractors will be engaged for the larger scale spray 

work. 

 

16. Herbicide spraying, chipping and slashing will in principal be timed to prevent 

seeding of weeds. 
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6. WEED TABLES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following Tables provides a summary of the weed species of 

relevance to the  Reserve, their Legal Status, and Priority for Action.     

 

It presents the KEY ACTIONS needed to be taken to sharpen the 

focus of the Landcare Group to continue to meet statutory 

responsibilities and to move the condition of the Reserve towards a 

more natural state.   
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7. KEY STATUTORY AND TECHNICAL ADVICE CONTACTS. 

 

• Upper Macquarie County Council 

PO Box 703 

Bathurst NSW 2795. 

 

7 Lee St Kelso NSW 2795. 

 

General Office:     63331375 

Chief Weeds Officer (Don Baldwin): 63371360 or 0429455189. 

 

umcc@ix.net.au 

 

www.umcc.nsw.gov.au 

 

 

 

• NSW Department of Primary Industries 

http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pests-weeds/weeds 
 


